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OPENING PRAYER

Gracious God, we are in a polarizing season in
the life of the United States. Help us to better
understand how our votes matter. Push us into a life
of faith that supports the rights of all people. Amen.

INTRODUCING THE DISCUSSION
A3 VT THECONVERSTON A READ THE SUPPORTING COMVENTHRY

Rep. Emmanuel Cleaver Il and Erin Hawkins speak about the
intersections between faith, race and voting suppression.

SCRIPTURE
JEREMIAH 29 4-7 (THE INCLUSIVE BIBLE)

Thus says YHWH Omnipotent, the God

of Israel, to all the exiles | deported from
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses to live in.
Plant gardens and eat what they grow. Marry
and raise daughters and sons. Find wives for
your sons and hushands for your daughters,
that they may bear daughters and sons.
Multiply while you are there. Do not decrease.
Rather, seek the peace and the prosperity of
the city to which | exiled you. Pray to YHWH for
it, for if it prospers, you will prosper.

DEVOTION/REFLECTION

Voter suppression is a topic that some say

is separate from our faith. However, God's
preferential care for those who do not have
voice is found throughout the biblical narrative.
God often instructs God's people to “take up
space” - to have a voice, to speak on behalf of
the voiceless, and to ensure that all have what
they need.

Jeremiah 29 outlines the specific directives God
gives God's people when they are in exile: create
a home, establish roots, and trust God while
seeking health and wholeness for the place they
are in. Voting — along with all acts of civic duty
- is a form of seeking the peace and prosperity
of the places we live in. Voter suppression is the
act of taking away voice from the residents in an
area, removing their agency and ability to make
an impact on their community.

Voter suppression is a topic that has been
present in the United States for generations
and the issue did not disappear with the
previous presidential election. Consider who

in your community is being kept from the

polls. What is your role as a person of faith in
ensuring that all people have the ability to seek
the peace and prosperity of their community?

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What does Jeremiah's letter to the exiles
say about engaging with the community in
which they live?

What does it mean to “seek the welfare of
the city where | have sent you...?"

Do you see any connections between
voting, civic engagement and “living fully
in one's community?”


https://www.umnews.org/en/news/moving-voting-rights-from-ideal-to-reality

ADDITIONAL RESQURGES: NOTES:
WATCH, LISTEN, TAKE ACTION

THE BLAGK CHURCH AGTION FUND

The Black Church Action Fund is engaged in work to turn
out one million voters committed to “redeem the soul of
America for all people.”

Q33D VIATCH VIDEOS AND LEARN MORE

FAITH TALKS PODGAGT

United Methodist Women Faith Talks Podcasts cover a
variety of topics, including a discussion on Voter Guides
and Voter Suppression with Sabrina White, the Rev. Traci
Blackmon, Liz OuYang and the Rev. Dr. Brianna K. Parker.

@ LISTEN TO THE PODCAST,

VOTING: A PRAYERFUL AGT

The Rev. Susan Henry Crowe reminds us, “the right to vote
is not simply a democratic value. It is a United Methodist
one. Our Book of Discipline regards political participation
as the privilege and responsibility of citizens."

& READ THE ARTICLE

DON'T FORGET TOV.OTE.

The V.O.T.E. Framework from Bishop Peggy Johnson
gives a thoughtful guide as to how we prioritize
voting as a part of our discipleship journey.

& READ THE ARTICLE

UMW EQUIPS VOTERS WITH ELEGTION QUESTIONS

United Methodist Women are making efforts to equip
voters with both a spiritual foundation for casting their
ballots, and information to determine whether candidates'
positions align with those of people of faith.

€D READ THE ARTICLE

Dismantling Racism is an initiative of
D I s M A N T L I N G The United Methodist Church.

This resource was designed with a United Methodist perspective,

but we believe that the content is also relevant for non-UMC seekers
who are doing anti-racism work with a spiritual foundation.
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https://www.umc.org/en/how-we-serve/advocating-for-justice/racial-justice/united-against-racism
https://um-insight.net/in-the-world/advocating-justice/black-church-action-fund-aims-to-redeem-america%E2%80%99s-soul/
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